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favour of frankness, outspokenness, letting
light shine out, speaking sincerely; only it
must not be done provokingly, condescend-
ingly, solemnly. It is well for every one to
have a friend or friends with whom he can
talk quite unaffectedly about what he cares
for and values ; and he ought to be able to
say to such a friend, " I cannot talk about
these things now; I am in a dusty, prosaic,
grubby mood, and I want to make mud-pies ";
the point is to be natural, and yet to keep a
watch upon nature; not to force her into
cramped postures, and yet not to indulge
her in rude, careless, and vulgar postures.
It is a bad sign in friendship, if intimacy
seems to a man to give him the right to
be rude, coarse, boisterous, censorious, if
he will. He may sometimes be betrayed
into each and all of these things, and be glad
of a safety-valve for his ill-hutnours, knowing
that he will not be permanently misunder-
stood by a sympathetic friend. But there
must be a discipline in all these things, and
nature must often give way and be broken
in; frankness must not degenerate into
boorishness, and liberty must not be the
power of interfering with the liberty of
the friend. One must force oneself to be